
Minutes of the Committee Meeting held on Thursday 19th October 2017 

Present: Christine Richardson (Chair), Cllr Sue Popperwell, Dave Hares, Pauline Pearce, Richard 
Woolmington, Don Hill 

In Attendance:  Lynda Redding, Cllr Clayton Penfold (both of the Fund Raising Committee) 

50/17  APOLOGIES:  Roger Welch (unwell), Sharen Hucker (WI - using the hall!) 

51/17 MEETING MINUTES: The minutes of June 29th were reviewed, agreed by the meeting, and 
signed by the Chair. 

52/17  MATTERS ARISING 
 None. 

53/17 ACCOUNTS 2016-17 
 Accounts for the Financial Year October 1st 2016 – September 30th 2017 were reviewed and 

accepted by the Committee. For the first time ever, hire fees exceeded £10,000 and the 
meeting commended Pauline Pearce for the huge energy she has put in to organising the hire 
calendar. As previously minuted, accounts to go to Phil Smith for external auditor. 
                        

54/17 FUNDRAISING 
Clayton Penfold detailed the business calling he had done and the consequent donations from 
local companies.  Puxton Park and other key entrepreneurs are also being approached. 

Lynda Redding updated the Committee on her grant applications: 
National Grid: decision awaited on application for £20,000. 
Thatcher’s Foundation: a November meeting will include consideration of an application 
for £5,000 
Merchant Venturers: a meeting in January will consider a bid for £5,000 
Lottery Funding: This depends on evidence of ‘involving the community’ in the fund raising 
process and favours refurbishment projects (such as the Hall floor and car park, which won 
such funding). It will be a potential source of future funding for roof and kitchen 
renovation. 
Harvest Home: as one of the original groups concerned with building the Hall, and with an 
entitlement to appoint a member to this Committee, the possibility of a donation from them 
to the Save-our-Hall fund is being investigated. 

    
55/17 COMMITMENT FROM HALL FUNDS TO SAVE-OUR HALL-FUND 

The Chair had pre-circulated a letter to members, proposing that the Committee agree a sum of 
£10,000 be committed to the Save-our-Hall fund.  The matter was discussed in the context of 
leading the fundraising from the front, and of the non-returnable deposit arrangements that will 
be part of the contract. The meeting agreed, unanimously, that the commitment should be 
made. Treasurer to implement. 
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56/17 GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
Pauline reported that this work is well in hand. 

57/17 ANY OTHER MAINTENANCE OR MANAGEMENT ISSUES 
Other than day-to-day essentials, these issues – including re-organising the committee room as 
a more formal storage area for regular hirers – have not been receiving attention, which has 
been focussed on fund-raising issues.  There are no arrears of hire payments, online banking is 
now in place and all accounting processes are up-to-date.  

58/17 ANY OTHER BUSINESS  
Car Park Lights: The one on the corner, by the front door, keeps moving – or being moved – off 
its optimal position. This means it tends not to switch on as people move off the hall step into 
the car park.  The situation poses a potential hazard. Christine and the installing electrician are  
investigating possible ways of fixing the light so that it cannot be moved. 
The Updated Hall Licence: NSC posted this to the Hall in mid August. As it is not to hand, the 
Secretary has asked them to send a replacement to the correspondence address, to which it 
was expected the original would be sent. 
Hall Letter Box: Christine Richardson is to organise duplicate keys for Don Hill and Pauline 
Pierce so that arriving post can be more readily kept an eye on. Christine will check the box 
when she next visits. 
Container: At the July meeting it was decided that the container needed to be emptied pending 
its removal from the property. An offer has come to remove the container and its contents - at 
no cost - from the Hall site.  The Secretary to write to the Playgroup informing them that this 
will happen in the New Year and giving them until December 31st to remove any items from 
the container that they wish to keep. 
Playgroup Garden Area:  The use of the side garden area by the playgroup has been accepted, 
via the minutes, over the years, in the expectation that it would be maintained in a way and to 
a standard that contributes to the attractiveness of the hall as a community venue. As the rest of 
the garden and car park are now being brought up to that standard, the Committee agreed that 
The Secretary is to write to the Playgroup requiring them to bring their garden area up to the 
expected standard by December 31st.  If they do not, their right to use the area will be 
withdrawn. 
Christmas Concert Raffle: 1000 x 5-ticket books of £1 tickets (the cost-optimal number)  have 
been printed. Lynda Redding distributed the majority of these among attendees for selling.  
Don Hill was asked to prepare a raffle poster to accompany/advertise collection points in pubs 
etc.  Don to prepare and e-mail to Clayton/Lynda/Christine for their print off and use as needed. 
Christmas Concert: The band will take 50 tickets.  8 are already sold.  A further 32 were 
distributed to attendees for their use or sale.  Don printed a total of 144 tickets, so 54 remain 
with him to cover orders via the Hewish & Puxton Community News. Don asked to prepare a 
Christmas Concert poster for the Hall. 
Fund-Raising Quiz Night: The Petherbridge and Rogers families, of Puxton Road, have offered 
to organise a quiz night. Apparently they have held these successfully in the past. They will 
need help with booking and organising catering etc.  Pauline, Lynda and Christine offered to be 
involved.  Pauline and Christine to liaise in the first instance to coordinate, with the organisers, 
a possible date and then to be involved with them, as needed, to take the event forward. 

59/17 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
The key purpose of the next meeting will be to ensure progress in the selling of concert and 
raffle tickets. 

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held at 7.30pm, in the Full Quart, on Wednesday 
22nd November 2017 

The meeting closed at 8.55pm
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