
Minutes of the Committee Meeting on Thursday 2nd August 2018 
at 7.30pm, in the Village Hall 

Present: Christine Richardson (Chair), Richard Woolmington, David Hares (arrived @ 7.40pm), Pauline 
Pearce, Sharen Hucker, Donald Hill 

Attending: About 12 members of the public, mostly connected to regular Hall user-groups. (Apologies for the 
absence of an accurate count).  

Xxxx felt that this - the last meeting of the currently constituted Hall administration - 
should record a huge vote of thanks for the contribution of Dave Hutchings. Dave was 
involved with the Hall from its start and spent 24 years on the Committee as its 
Treasurer. His recent passing was a deep shock to all who knew him; the debt of thanks 
the Hall owes to him is beyond measure. Notwithstanding private condolences, the 
meeting wanted to officially record both the Committee’s thanks to Dave for his Stirling 
service, and to his family for their sorrowful loss.  

10/18  APOLOGIES: Sue Popperwell 

11/18 INTRODUCTION: The Chair explained how the opportunity to purchase the Hall freehold 
provided a logical opportunity for the Committee to move from a now out-dated Charity 
Commission format to a Company Limited by Guarantee as a registered charity. See Attachment A; 
(CR letter).    

12/18 MEETING MINUTES: of April 3rd  2018 were reviewed, agreed, and signed by the Chair. 

13/18. MATTERS ARISING: none 

14/18  ACCOUNTS 
2017-18 Accounts to Date: The pre-circulated summary was noted.  The next set of accounts will 
show as the opening accounts as transferred  to the Limited Charitable Company.    
Motion: To confirm that this Charity be formally closed and de-registered and to transfer all the 
assets, including funds, to our successor charity, Hewish & Puxton Village Hall Ltd. Agreed to 
unanimously, without a formal proposal or vote.   

15/18  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 There was no other business within the format of the meeting. However, the Chair allowed a 

motion to be introduced by a member of the public in attendance who wished to develop ongoing 
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concerns that he felt had not yet been resolved. The motion was proposed by xxxxxx and 2nd by              
xxxxxx. 

 Motion: That this meeting pass a vote of no confidence in the Committee.  
 The complainant explained that xxxx had received e-mails from the Secretary/Treasurer and from 

the Chair, to which xxxx took exception, viewing them as demeaning and hurtful. Because the Hall 
Committee have pro tem been using the Parish Council e-mail address (it has for some years used 
its website address), a complaint about these two e-mails was addressed to the Parish Council, was 
minuted, and resulted in an e-mail response from the Parish Council Chair (the three emails are 
appended as Attachment B). xxxx read out these emails, and a range of intervening linked emails, 
to the meeting.  The motion was put, ‘That this meeting pass a vote of no confidence in the 
Committee’. A vote among the public attendees was taken: the result was, for the motion the 
proposer and seconder, against the motion, all other public attendees.   

  
16/18  RESIGNATIONS 

 The meeting  received the resignations of the seven Trustees as under: 

Christine Richardson (Chair)   Sue Popperwell (Vice Chair)   Sharen Hucker   Richard Woolmington    
David Hares   Pauline Pearce   Donald Hill 

 These Trustees are already Directors/Trustees/Members of the Limited Company and Registered 
Charity, which will now take over management of the Hall from this Charity.  

 The Secretary/Treasurer will forthwith arrange the transfer of funds and other assets to the Limited 
company and the closure of this Charity via the Charity Commission.  

 The Secretary/Treasurer will report via e-mail, to the Directors of the Limited company, as soon as 
these actions have been completed.   

The meeting closed at 7.54pm 
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Attachment A 

14th July 2018 

To: the Trustees and Friends of Hewish & Puxton Village Hall 

A meeting of The Hall Committee will be held at 7.30pm on Thursday August 3rd 2018, in the Hall.  

This will be immediately followed by a launch meeting of our replacement Charity, Hewish & Puxton Village 
Hall Ltd. at 7.45pm to which the public are invited.   

Agendas are attached 

Dear All 

We are pleased to announce the completion of the purchase of Hewish & Puxton Village Hall. 

Meetings have been launched to effect the closing of the existing Charity as at the heading of this letter and to 
initiate the launch of its re-placement Charity, Hewish & Puxton Village Hall Ltd - a company limited by 
Guarantee and registered with the Charity Commission.  

Thank you to everyone who has donated and helped to raise the funds for the Hall’s acquisition. It is 
wonderful that the Hall is saved for all current and future users and residents of Hewish and Puxton. 

The Hall was purchased by the new Hewish and Puxton Village Hall Charitable Company. This means that the 
old charity needs to be wound up and all funds be transferred to the new Charitable Company. The above 
announced meetings are to effect this change. 

The new Charitable Company will initially be run by the existing Trustees and Directors, however, the Charity 
is for the benefit of the local community, beneficiary users and all the local area. We encourage local people 
and users to get involved in the running of what is your Hall, by either volunteering to be a Trustee and 
Director or becoming a Member of the Charitable Company. More details of how to become a Trustee and 
Director or Member will be explained at the second of the above announced meetings. 

The Hall is a wonderful asset for the local community and we are now embarking on another fund raising 
campaign, in order to improve the Hall for the future.  

We look forward to seeing you at the meetings and to your getting involved in the future. 

Kind regards 

Christine Richardson 
Chair of the Committee of Management 
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